
 

 
 
 

Accelerator Programme Manager 
 
This is an exciting opportunity to join the Central Research Laboratory (CRL), London’s 
leading accelerator and co-working space for hardware startups. With UK based startups 
developing Internet of Things solutions, Wearables, Robotics, Smart Products, as well as 
novel materials it’s an exciting time to support new-to-the-world product businesses. 
 
The successful candidate will be a key part of the CRL team, shaping and delivering our 
most ambitious programme, our Accelerator. This 6 month programme runs twice a year and 
supports hardware entrepreneurs towards successful product launch. 
 
We are looking for someone who is passionate about startups, brings strong entrepreneurial, 
management and communications skills and is excited to join our growing team and 
community.  
 
 
About CRL 
 
Taking its name from EMI Record’s R&D division, and based on its former site at the Old 
Vinyl Factory, The Central Research Laboratory is an innovative, first of its kind facility for 
the UK. We engage people with the skills and ambition to develop innovative products and 
create sustainable businesses and who benefit from a supportive environment in which to 
pursue these goals. 
 
We offer a wide range of ways to be part of our our hardware startup community from renting 
hot desks, fixed desks or studio offices in our 10,000sq ft facility, to our Accelerator 
programme which provides intensive support to a limited number of resident startups. The 
Accelerator provides desk space, access to mentors and subject-matter experts, in-depth 
support for finding manufacturing partners, as well as financial investment. The Accelerator 
is in its third year of operation and currently supports a cohort of 6 businesses. 
 
The CRL was created by regeneration specialists U+I Plc in collaboration with Brunel 
University London and HEFCE, and is currently delivering a three year European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) project. This post is funded by the ERDF until 2020. 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 

The role in detail 
The Accelerator Programme Manager is responsible for the design and delivery of an 
effective programme of support for early stage hardware startups. This role works closely 
with our Product Development Lead and focuses on the business development requirements 
of each startup. The full-time role is based at our site in Hayes but requires significant 
activity in Central London. 
 
Deliver a programme that meets cohort needs  

● Understand and map startup cohort needs to identify required support. Needs might 
include: business incorporation, business modelling and planning, marketing and 
customer acquisition, investment and crowdfunding readiness, brand development 

● Schedule relevant engagement (one-to-ones and workshops) with mentors, experts 
and other sources of expertise  

● Support the cohort to set and deliver relevant goals during the accelerator 
● Manage and track relevant budgets and manage documentation that meets the 

requirements of our EU programme funders, including the effective procurement of all 
delivery partners 

 
Maintain the best network of mentors, experts and investors: 

● Maintain effective relationships with our existing mentors, subject matter experts and 
investors 

● Identify gaps in our support network and work with colleagues to develop new 
partnerships 

 
Evolve and promote the accelerator to attract the best ventures: 

● Understand how acceleration support is evolving and keep the CRL offer at the 
forefront of effective practice - make it relevant and attractive 

● Support the promotion of the accelerator, and CRL in general, to attract the best new 
ventures to each cohort 

● Manage the application, selection and onboarding process for each cohort. 

Track accelerator Alumni 
● Maintain relationships with accelerator alumni, to identify when we can offer further 

assistance 
 
This role reports to the Managing Director, working closely with Product Development Lead 
as well as Marketing Manager and other colleagues. 
 
 
  

 



 

About You 
 
We’re looking for someone with a keen interest in hardware startups and with deep 
experience in helping startups develop their businesses. You’ll need to be proactive, taking 
the initiative and getting stuck-in while still maintaining high standards throughout. 
  
The table below summarises the key areas of expertise, interest and experience we feel the 
successful candidate is likely to have. 
 
  

Area of expertise, interest or experience Essential Desirable 

Expertise in incubator/accelerator programme design and 
delivery 

✔   

Expertise in Entrepreneurship and business growth ✔  

Interest in hardware startups, from IoT to novel materials ✔   

Experience in hardware startups  ✔  

High level of people skills and stakeholder management, 
coaching, mentoring, relationship management 

✔  

High quality of verbal and written communications; able to adapt 
for internal and external, various audiences 

✔   

Ability to multi-task and deliver with attention to detail  ✔   

Budget management experience ✔   

Familiar with MS Office and/or  Google Docs suite (Word 
processor, Spreadsheet, Presentation software) 

✔  

Knowledge of the London design and maker communities   ✔ 

 
 
  

 



 

The Location 
   
The Central Research Laboratory is in Hayes, West London, 20 minutes by train from 
Paddington station and close to Heathrow Airport. It is located in The Shipping Building, a 
former industrial building at the heart of The Old Vinyl Factory site in Hayes, West London. 
It’s a rapidly developing site and already home to the new UK headquarters of SONOS and 
smaller product businesses like industrial drones company, Sky Futures. The building has an 
onsite café as well as bike storage and showers.  
 
 
Your application 

To find out more about the CRL, please take a look at our website 
(www.centralresearchlaboratory.com) and then send us your CV alongside a short covering 
letter explaining your interest and suitability for the role.  
 
For enquiries and application please email the Managing Director, Mat Hunter 
mat@centralresearchlaboratory.com 
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